
Biosafety/Export Control Collaborations 



A common issue?

 February 2021 - U.S. Department of Commerce $54,000 administrative settlement with 
Princeton University. 

 37 occasions between November of 2013 and March of 2018, Princeton University 
exported various strains and recombinants of animal pathogens from the United 
States to various overseas research institutions without the required export licenses.

 The items were valued in total about $27,000.

 Princeton University voluntarily self-disclosed potential violations of the Export 
Administration Regulations (EAR) to BIS, and cooperated with the investigation.

 Princeton University also agreed to complete one external audit and one internal 
audit of its export compliance program.



Federal laws and regulations that control:

• The export of sensitive equipment, software, 
and technology

• Trade and financial transactions

Promote national security interests and foreign 
policy objectives.

What are Export Controls? 

Adapted from UCSD Export Control Office.



What might require an export license?

 Listed biological agents and genetic elements

 Vaccines, immunotoxins, medical products, diagnostic and food testing kits



More than the Select Agents

Agents/Toxins with

1. History of attempted use in biowarfare

2. Serious economic/public health potential

3. Australia Group (multilateral agreement) Member consensus

Some non-Select Agents controlled on the Commerce Control List

Yellow Fever virus

Lyssaviruses

Aflatoxin









License statistics 2014-2018 U.S. Universities



Restricted Parties - federally sanctioned, debarred or restricted persons and organizations. Examples
 Huawei technologies
 BEIJING UNIVERSITY OF AERONAUTICS AND ASTRONAUTICS (BUAA) AKA BEIHANG UNIVERSITY- China
 NORTHWEST POLYTECHNICAL UNIVERSITY-Xian, China
 SICHUAN UNIVERSITY- Chengdu, China
 UNIVERSITY OF ELECTRONIC SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY OF CHINA - Chengdu, China
 National University of Defense Technology- China
 MALEK ASHTAR UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY- Tehran, Iran
 BAQIYATTALLAH UNIVERSITY OF MEDICAL SCIENCES – Tehran, Iran
 IMAM HOSSEIN UNIVERSITY- Tehran, Iran

Comprehensive Sanctions Programs (OFAC)
 Cuba, Iran, Syria, North Korea, Crimea region of Ukraine

Other factors reviewed by Export Control



Bio agent classification tool – under development



Contact for questions

Location Export Control Officers
https://www.ucop.edu/ethics-compliance-audit-services/compliance/export-
control/campus-contacts.html

https://www.ucop.edu/ethics-compliance-audit-services/compliance/export-control/campus-contacts.html
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